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the theatre was thought to be a minor one. After the
reading of the play the company were unanimous in their
opinion that "A Parisian Romance" was a one-part
piece, and that part the Baron, and all the principals had
their eye on him. After some delay and much expectancy
the role was given to me. I was playing a strong part in
"The Rantzaus," and my friends in the company con-
gratulated me upon the opportunity thus presented of
following it up with so powerful a successor. Miss Minnie
Conway, who was a member of the company and had
seen the play in Paris, said that she thought, the Baron a
strange part to give to me. " It's a Lester Wallack kind
of part," she said.

This information rather disconcerted  me,  but I re-
hearsed the part for about a week, and then, being con-
vinced that it did not suit me, I went to Mr. Palmer and
told him I felt very doubtful as to whether I could do him
or myself justice in it.   He would not hear of my giving
it up, saying that he knew me better than I did myself;
that I was always doubtful;  but that he was willing to
take the risk.   He also read a letter which he had received
from some one in Paris, giving advice regarding the pro-
duction, in which, among other things, it was said that
Baron Chevrial was the principal part, that everything
depended on him, and that "if you can get Stodclart to look
well in full dress, he is the man you must have to play it."
I left Mr. Palmer, resolved to try again, and do my
best.   Mr. Mansfield was cast in the play for a small
part, and, I discovered, was watching me like a cat during
rehearsals.   A lot of fashion-plates  were  sent  to  my
dressing-room, with instructions to select my costume.
As I had hitherto been, for some time, associated with
vagabonds, villains, etc., I think these fashion-plates had
a tendency to unnerve me more than anything else.   So
I again went to Mr. Palmer and told him I could not
possibly play the Baron.   "You must," said Mr, Palmer.
"I rather think Mr. Mansfield must have suspected some-
thing of the sort, for he has been to me asking, in the
event of your not playing it, that I give it to him.   I have